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Document # 2204

  

Sound Features of Various Backpack CD-ROM Models
 

All Backpack CD-ROM drives are capable of producing CD-AUDIO sound through the
headphones/speaker jack on the Backpack or by connecting the LINE OUTPUT jack on the Backpack
to the "line input" of a stereo amplifier or internal sound card.

If the sound and video produced by your Backpack appears "choppy" or "broken-up", you may be
encountering too slow of a parallel port data throughput. For faster data throughput, make sure that
your computer's parallel port is at least Bi-Directional, or preferably an Enhanced Parallel Port (EPP).
A standard Uni-Directional parallel port is fully compatible with all Backpack CD-ROM drives, but
may not allow for fast enough data transfer rates for some Multimedia CD-ROM titles. To determine
your parallel port type when using Backpack's 16-bit driver, run the utility: CDDRIVES /X and read
the statistic labeled "PORT:" When using Backpack's 32-bit driver under Win95/NT, double-click on
the Backpack icon in Control Panel and read the statistic labeled "PORT:"

Micro Solutions offers a Windows and Win95 compatible stereo sound add-on card (Part #826) to
produce multimedia sound in Backpack Models 163550(2x), 164550(4x), 165550(6x), and 166550(8x).
Backpack CD-ROM drives with the multimedia sound card already included are available as Model
16x700 or Backpack Bantam Model 180200. (Some Backpack CD-ROM drive models: 160550,
162550 and Bantam Model 180100 do not have a sound upgrade option.)

It is important to note that the CD-AUDIO sound is the type of sound produced by music CD's such as
Classical, Top 40, or Rock music CD's found in the music department of retail stores. It is different
than the compressed "WAVform" and "MIDI" sound included in most Multimedia CD-ROM programs.
WAVform and MIDI audio requires that a special sound card is present within the computer, or within
the Backpack. A standard CD-ROM drive requires an additional sound card to produce any sound other
than CD-AUDIO sound. Most "Multimedia" systems include a SoundBlaster™ compatible sound card
inside of the system. Some notebook computers (such as the Toshiba 4700cs, IBM ThinkPad 755cs, or
Compaq Deskpro 450 XE desktop system) have the actual multimedia sound circuitry already built into
the motherboard.

If your computer already has a SoundBlaster-compatible sound card built-in, no special Backpack
connections are necessary, since the computer will receive the sound-data along with all other CD-
ROM data through the Backpack's 25-pin parallel port interface cable. No additional drivers or sound-
card configurations should be necessary. Your computer will play the multimedia WAVform or MIDI
sound automatically through the sound card speakers.

Some people buy Backpack CD-ROM drives with the intention of turning their notebook computer into
a "Multimedia" computer. For Backpack Model 163550, 164550, 165550, and 166550 owners, install
Micro Solutions' stereo sound add-on card (Part #826). For Backpack Model 160550, 162550, or
180100 owners, you will need to have an available PCMCIA slot on the computer, and purchase a
PCMCIA sound card. At the time of this writing, we are aware of only one sound card manufacturer
providing a PCMCIA sound card option: New Media Corp. (WAVjammer) 800.227.3748.

http://www.micro‑solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html Go FEB DEC FEB

07
1997 1998 2000

28 captures
  

 

� ⍰❎
f �

20 Jan 1998 ‑ 18 Apr 2004 ▾ About this capture

http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/master.html#CD
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/sales_marketing/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/product_info/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/software_library/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/whats_new/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/search_page/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/register_online/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/bantam/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19980214114156/http://www2.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19990225120007/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19980214114156/http://www2.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
http://web.archive.org/web/19990225120007/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20000301005534/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html
https://archive.org/account/login.php
http://faq.web.archive.org/


5.1.2019 Document # 2204

http://web.archive.org/web/19981207050239/http://www.micro-solutions.com:80/tech_support/docs/2204.html 2/2

Parallel port sound devices (other than Micro Solutions' PN#826 Sound Upgrade) connected to the
same parallel port as the Backpack CD-ROM produce unreliable results and are not recommended or
supported.
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